
Assumption 2021 
VIGIL: 1 Chr 15:3-4,15-16,16:1-2; 1 Cor 15:54b-57, Lk 11:27-28 

DAY: Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab; 1 Cor 15:20-27; Lk 1:39-56 

 When I was in Rome a couple of years ago I saw a lot of things.  One of them was the 

Father Lucas Laroche when he was a seminarian there.  One of the wonderful things he did for 

me was to take me across town to the Church of St. Lawrence.  In that church is the tomb of St. 

Lawrence, and also of St. Stephen (my baptismal patron).  I said Mass on St. Stephen’s tomb.  

When I was able to get into St. Peter’s Basilica I said Mass on the tomb of Saints Simon and 

Jude who are buried there a couple hundred feet from where St. Peter is buried.  We have the 

tombs of many of the saints from those first days who knew Jesus.  Even more, we have relics of 

just about any saint you can imagine (many of these are a piece of bone or hair, or some other 

part of the saint’s body).   But wherever you look, there are no relics of Mary. 

 In earlier ages of history people tried to make money by claiming to have found a rare 

relic.  The rarer the more valuable.  But there are no relics of Mary, despite how valuable they 

would have been  - no real ones, not even fake ones.  Why is it that all the profiteers of old did 

not ever try to claim that they found a relic of Mary?  The solemnity we celebrate today - the 

Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary - shows up in the earliest Christian writings, is hinted at 

in the Bible in several places, and was affirmed around the world through the centuries.   Despite 

all the focus on relics, who would believe you had found a relic of Mary?  Its like saying you 

found a piece of George Washington’s space ship - you wouldn't try it, because everyone would 

know that there is no spaceship to find - likewise, why try to sell a part of Mary’s body when the 

whole Christian world already believed that there was no body to find. 

 The early Christian Church looked at Old Testament passages regarding the ark of the 

covenant.  The made a connection between that Ark which carried the word of God in stone and 

contained the Manna from the desert - and Mary - who carried within her the living Word of God 

and that Body which is the new Manna.  Jesus calls Himself the Word and the living bread that 

came down from heaven - because of this, the Early Church saw Mary as the new Ark of the 

Covenant.  As the original Ark was specially prepared, so was Mary.  Conceive without sin so 

that the Angel could say to her Hail Mary, full of Grace - that is full of the supernatural life of 



God.  This presence of God is displaced by sin, if she is full of grace, then she is free of sin.  

Elizabeth says at the visitation Blessed are you among women literally meaning “blessed are you 

among all women ever,” something unique about her. Her womb is called blessed by a woman in 

the crowd as Jesus goes to the cross.  Mary herself acclaims All generations will call me Blessed.   

 Mary is of course blessed beyond all women, and full of grace not because of what she 

has done, but because of what God has done, and because of her close association with our Lord.   

The Christian idea of Mary as the New Ark found in the early centuries comes partly from the 

Gospel of Luke in the story of the Visitation where Old Testament references to the 

transportation of the Ark to Jerusalem are found when referring to Mary.   Mary’s Assumption is 

pointed to in scriptural reference to the presence of the Ark in the heavenly temple, psalm 

passages such as Go up Lord to the Place of your rest, you and the Ark of your strength, and the 

references to the woman in Revelation being chased by the dragon, who gives birth, and is taken 

by God to a special place prepared for her.  The mother of the king of Israel at the time of the 

writing of the psalms was regarded as the queen, giving special meaning to the palm verse 

referring to God in heaven: The queen takes her place at your right hand in gold of Ophir.   All 

these passages, consistent Christian belief (even by Protestant reformers), the lack of any 

attempts to point to Mary’s tomb or claim a relic of Mary, affirms Mary and her special 

movement to heaven by God’s power in the Assumption.   

 But what does this mean for us?  Mary now assumed by God into heaven has a special 

place.  The queen at his right hand, the sinless one full of grace, the mother of the Redeemer can 

act as an advocate for us.  She both can speak on our behalf, and she shows us what is possible 

for us.  She shows the result of a life where one avoids sin, and gives oneself totally to God as 

she did.  We see in Jesus’ Ascension a foretaste of us going to heaven, we see in Mary an 

example of someone other than one who is God who has made it there.  When you are feeling 

lonely, when you are in need of motherly love, when you need someone to put in a good word 

for you, turn to Mary.  Mary is a hope for us on earth that through her intercession we may 

become closer to Jesus and be protected as she was.  She also give us hope that we too can share 

in the glories of God’s kingdom after death if we remain faithful.  Hail Mary full of grace, 

mother of Jesus and our mother too, reminding us that what Jesus promised is true.


